Senate Farewell Statement	12/3/25
Signing Off
Today will be the last report I present to the Academic Senate as its Chair.  This has prompted me to reflect on my tenure in this body.  I joined the YSU faculty in 2000 and became a member of the Academic Senate in 2002.  I have been elected to the body every year since.  It has been a long ride, one mostly fun, sometimes frustrating, but always an adventure.  Of my 23 years in the Senate, I have served as Vice Chair of this body for 6 years and as its Chair for 16 years.  Today is my last meeting in which I will serve as Chair of the Senate.  Beginning in 2026, Dr. Martha Pallante will return to serve as Senate Chair.  She has my full support, and I wish her nothing but success in guiding this body as it deals with the ever-evolving landscape of higher education in Ohio.
To those present as well as former Senators, I thank you for having the confidence in me to lead this august body of faculty, students, and administrators for so many years.  Per the Senate’s bylaws, I will serve out most of the remainder of the current academic year as Vice Chair.  However, I do not intend to remain a member of the Senate beyond the Spring 2026 semester, and I shall not seek re-election.  Rather, I shall resign in May to more fully engage in my teaching and research endeavors.  It is time for others, particularly faculty younger than me, to take on the mantle of responsibility in steering the Senate towards establishing sound, reasonable, progressive, and equitable academic policies.
However, doing so will be an enormous challenge.  The Ohio legislature has essentially neutered all academic bodies that have helped promulgate academic curricula, programs, and policies that advance the mission of higher education.  This act of neutering includes our Academic Senate which now may only recommend actions rather than approve them.  Yes, it is true that the YSU Board of Trustees has always held the power to nix any actions taken by the Senate.  However, as an officer of the Senate I have done my best to cultivate a positive relationship with the Board regarding curricula, programs, and academic policies.  I know that these efforts have been successful.  From my discussions with Board members, the Senate is held in high regard for its ability to put students first and foremost in efforts to develop an institution of academic excellence.  Yes, there are times when I am told that our actions are too slow.  My response to such comments has been that we are “very deliberate in our consideration of the issues”.  Rather, our accomplishments, though slowly coming at times, speak for themselves and are achieved by thorough discussion that includes a wide variety of views.  A good example is the adoption of the recently revised General Education policy.  We should be proud of what we have achieved for the benefit of our students and the institution.  For a body versed in debate, we should also be proud of the times when we operated at “warp speed” to accomplish important goals.  As one example, the Senate swiftly passed various curricular, programmatic, and policy matters surrounding the absorption of students from Eastern Gateway Community College.  As a result of our expedited efforts, YSU’s enrollment increased and it appears that the University will soon be offering courses at the former Steubenville campus of Eastern Gateway.
Nonetheless, in my opinion, despite how the Academic Senate has made YSU THE leader in higher education within Ohio, the actions by the state’s legislature have essentially relegated the Senate to a subcommittee of the Office of Academic Affairs, potentially stifling the valuable input by students and faculty on important policy matters.  Some in this audience might find this comment troublesome, irksome, perhaps overblown, or even a ridiculous notion.  So be it.  It’s just my opinion.  But it is also my opinion that we are very fortunate that our current Provost, Dr. Pintar, has aptly demonstrated that she is both faculty and student centered.  She understands the need for faculty and student engagement in academic policies and has made great strides in seeking input.  I know that Dr. Pintar is “between a rock and a hard place” when it comes to complying with Ohio law and retaining her positive relationship with YSU’s faculty and students.  Yet, I have full confidence that she will continue to seek the benefits of a shared governance environment and use the Senate as a touchstone for making significant decisions affecting students and faculty.  My concern, though, is not the present, but the character of the person who comes after Dr. Pintar should she decide to move onto new opportunities.  How much will this new person appreciate the collective voice of faculty, students, and administrators that comprise the body of YSU’s Academic Senate?  In addition, Trustees come and go.  Will the Senate continue to enjoy the confidence of the Board as its membership changes?  These and other questions will become the future challenges for the Senate and the entire University community as Ohio’s higher educational environment continues to evolve.
Still, despite my leaving the Senate, I am not going away – perhaps to the disappointment of some.  I have always tried my best as Senate Chair to be fair, open, and aware of diverse opinions and arguments.  I tried to be as welcoming as possible and allow all sides of an issue to be heard.  Honestly, it was a struggle at times to not inject my own opinions.  A Chair is supposed to act impartially.  Perhaps I failed at times in these things, but I did my best to ensure the primacy of the Senate within the academic enterprise.  However, now that I will no longer be Senate Chair, I am freer to espouse my opinions.  It is very likely you will hear from me on a variety of issues, academic and otherwise, as I ride off into the sunset of my career.  I shall strive to listen and thoughtfully consider matters.  I promise to be fair and as positive as I can be.  Yet, at times I’m sure I will be very perturbed.  When appropriate, I will clearly point out that an individual or policy position is butt crack naked.  But I do promise never to be cruel.  And always, I will appreciate what I have learned through the privilege of serving in the Senate and having had your confidence.  Serving YSU has truly been a blessing and I wish nothing but the success of this body and the University as it continues to progress to being THE anchor institution of higher education in Northeast Ohio.
Thank you again for the honor to serve all these years in the Academic Senate.
And with apologies to Martin Luther King, Jr., “Free at last, free at last, thanks be that I am free at last.”
Thank you.
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